
VARIANCE FOR PRIVATE LATERAL REHABILITATION 

By and Between the Greater Johnstown Water Authority, (hereinafter sometimes the “GJWA”) in its 

capacity as owner and operator of the City of Johnstown Sanitary Sewer Collection System, 

A N D 

__________________________________  and  ____________________________, Owners of property located  

at ________________________________________, Johnstown, PA  ______, (hereinafter  sometimes  “Owner”).    

WHEREAS, the GJWA has adopted generally applicable rules governing private laterals contributing flows to the 

sanitary sewer system within the City of Johnstown, available on the GJWA’s website, www.gjwa.com; and 

WHEREAS, the contractor hired by the GJWA to renovate Authority owned sanitary sewer lines within the 

Central Business District, Snyder Environmental Services, (hereinafter sometimes “SES”) has proposed a method 

of construction which would run a heavy liner from the sewer main, past the property line and into a customer’s 

property, potentially saving the Owner substantial sums otherwise required to rehabilitate some of Owner’s 

private lateral; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal by SES would make use of a device known as a “VAC-A-TEE® SEWER LINE CLEANOUT” 

which is installed over the existing line while a liner is run inside the existing line, and also utilize a Shear Ring 

FERNCO coupling(s) between the SES installed liner on the private side lateral and any other underground    

sanitary sewer pipe on the Owner’s property; and  

WHEREAS, the Authority Board has expressed a willingness to allow customers who so desire to work with SES 

and allow the utilization of the VAC-A-TEE® SEWER LINE CLEANOUT on the following terms and conditions: 

1) The Owner shall remain responsible for the future watertightness of the entire private lateral on the 

Owner/customer’s property, including the VAC-A-TEE® SEWER LINE CLEANOUT.   

2) Under Authority rules Owner is only subject to additional future testing:  (a)  upon sale of the property;  

(b)  or if substantial amounts of non household flows are observed in the line; or (c) if there is a failure 

of any part of the private sewer lateral.   

3) The GJWA neither recommends or warrants the use of the VAC-A-TEE® SEWER LINE CLEANOUT and liner 

system, but has agreed to allow the process if the Owner so chooses. 

4) The Owner must pass a standard air pressure test following completion of the work. 

 

The Owner is hereby advised that if Owner decides to utilize the process being offered by SES, there will be 

additional work required inside the Owner’s property and that the best determination can be made by an Owner 

by consulting with Owner’s own plumber concerning the coordination of the work between SES and Owner’s 

plumber. 

 

In consideration of this waiver of rules, I/we, the Owner(s) aforesaid hereby release the GJWA from any claim 

related to construction by SES on the privately owned portion of the line and release the GJWA of any and all 

liability related thereto, and acknowledge my/our responsibility for all future maintenance of the privately 

owned lateral in a watertight condition. 

 

We sign this Variance for Private Lateral Rehabilitation on this ______ day of ______________, 202__. 

WITNESS: 

 

________________________________________ By: _________________________________________

         Owner  

 

________________________________________ By: _________________________________________ 

     Owner 

http://www.gjwa.com/

