
VARIANCE #3 FOR PRIVATE LATERAL REHABILITATION AUGUST 2022 

By and Between the Greater Johnstown Water Authority, in its capacity as owner and operator of the 

Greater Johnstown Sanitary Sewer Collection System, (hereinafter sometimes the “GJWA”), 

A N D 

________________________________________________________  , Owner of property located at 

_______________________________________, Johnstown, PA  _______, (hereinafter  sometimes  “Owner”).    

WHEREAS, the GJWA has adopted generally applicable rules governing private laterals contributing flows to the 
sanitary sewer system, available on the GJWA’s website at www.gjwa.com, among  which is a requirement that 
owners of property provide testing and if necessary repairs to assure that all underground private laterals are 
watertight; and 

WHEREAS, there are buildings in the GJWA system, which, because of the location of the sanitary sewer line, such 
as slab on grade construction, where the GJWA Board has determined the risk of infiltration is low and in which the 
cost or collateral changes necessary to replace would be excessive; and 

WHEREAS, the GJWA is willing to accept that private sanitary sewer pipes placed under the slab on grade 
construction, do not present as great a risk of groundwater intrusion and will approve a variance from complete 
pressure testing when work is conducted pursuant to the following terms and conditions: 

1) Owner shall remain responsible for the future watertightness of the entire private lateral on the 
Owner/customer’s property, including the pipes located under the slab on grade.   

2) Owner must install additional cleanouts to test pipe not exempted from the testing requirements above 
and then pass a standard air pressure test following completion of the work. 

3) GJWA shall verify that the construction is slab on grade, and that all parts that are not slab on grade must 
pass a pressure test.   

4) Owner understands that private sewer lateral will be subject to unannounced wet weather inspections.   
5) Owner shall comply with such other reasonable conditions as the Authority’s engineer may recommend, 

based on circumstances, to accomplish an equivalent result to full underground pipe pressure testing. 
 

It is understood by the Owner that under Authority rules Owner is subject to additional future testing:  (a)  upon 
sale of the property;  (b)  or if, in the sole  opinion of the  GJWA substantial amounts of non consumptive flows are 
observed in the line; or (c) if there is a failure of any part of the private sewer lateral requiring  repair.   
 

In consideration of this waiver of rules, I/we, the Owner(s) aforesaid hereby release the GJWA from any claims 
related to the alternative testing prescribed for the sanitary sewer lines and release the GJWA of any and all liability 
related thereto, and acknowledge my/our responsibility for all future maintenance of the privately owned lateral 
in a watertight condition.   

We sign this Variance for Private Later Rehabilitation on this _____ day of __________, 202__.   

 
 
WITNESS: 
 
________________________________________ By: _________________________________________ 
        Owner  
 
________________________________________ By: _________________________________________ 
        Owner  
 

________________________________________  

 

By:_________________________________  

GJWA Representative  

Date: _______________ 

http://www.gjwa.com/

